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1. Introducing Facebook Link 
Be where your customers are – this is the simple mantra for most successful businesses. Chances are, a large 
number of your customers are on Facebook! After all, it is among the top 6 websites in terms of traffic, as reported 
by comScore. So, create a presence on your customers’ Facebook Walls and get a distinct competitive edge over 
your competitors. Our Facebook Link extension helps you do exactly that. 

Facebook Link helps you promote your store among your customers' Facebook friends quickly and easily. You can 
configure the extension so that if a customer logs into your store using his/her Facebook account and makes a 
purchase, a post is automatically left on the customer’s Facebook wall, giving details of the order items or with 
your store notice. Posts like “I’ve just purchased this great stuff at (your store link)” would automatically be 
displayed on the Wall. The extension uses various product variables to customize these messages and make them 
attractive: you can include the store name, name of the purchased product, price and links to the store or product 
page. 
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2. Facebook Link Configuration 
This chapter will help you to complete all Facebook Link settings without wasting much time and efforts. You can 
find this aheadWorks extension configuration on the System → Configuration → aheadWorks Extensions → 
Facebook Integrator page at the backend: 

 

1. Enable the Facebook Link extension. 

2. To get values for the API Key and Secret fields, you should create a Facebook application first (see the 
Creating Facebook Application section for more details). 

3. In the Customer Wall update field, specify the text which will be automatically posted on the Facebook Wall 
after making a purchase: 
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You can use the following predefined variables as well: 

• {items_count} – number of items purchased 
• {store_link} – link to your online store 

4. In the Action Link text template field, define an action link which will be displayed on the Wall as shown 
below: 

 

You can use the following predefined variables as well: 

• {items_count} – number of items purchased 
• {item_name} – title of the product 
• {item_price} – price of the product 

5. In the Action Link template field, define where the action link will lead. You can use either any constant 
address or predefined variable which will display a link to the item purchased or link to your store. 

You can use the following predefined variables as well: 

• {item_link} – link to the product purchased 
• {store_link} – link to your online store 

6. In the Number of items to post field, define how many items will be posted on the Wall. The “0” value 
means that all items will be posted. 

7. Click the Save Config button. 
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3. Creating Facebook Application 
For the Facebook Link extension functioning, you have to create a Facebook application. To do it, you should: 

1. Log in to http://facebook.com (or create an account if you haven’t) 

2. Go to http://www.facebook.com/developers/createapp.php where the Create application page will be opened 
as shown below: 

 

Here you can create a Facebook application: 

• Specify the application name 

• Select Agree in the Terms field 

• Click the Create Application button 

http://facebook.com/�
http://www.facebook.com/developers/createapp.php�
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Now you are redirected to the Edit application page as shown below: 
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Copy the values of the API Key and Secret fields and paste them in the corresponding fields on the System → 
Configuration → aheadWorks Extensions → Facebook Integrator page at the backend as shown below: 
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Open the Connect tab on the Edit application page and in the Connect URL field define your store URL as shown 
below: 

 

Click the Save Changes button. 
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4. Facebook Link in the Frontend 
The Facebook Link extension adds 2 forms on the Log in or Create an Account page at the frontend: 

• Fast sign up with Facebook – for those visitors who have an account on Facebook but have no account on 
your store 

• Fast login with Facebook –for those who have an account on Facebook as well as on your store 
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Fast login with Facebook 
If visitors have an account on Facebook and on your store, they can just click the Connect with Facebook button. 

 

 

Fast sign up with Facebook 
If visitors have an account on Facebook but haven’t it on your store, they should use the Fast sign up with 
Facebook form and: 

1. Specify their email address and password they use for Facebook account. 

2. Click the Connect with Facebook button. 
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After that visitors will be offered to connect the Facebook application you have created before (in our example it is 
Integrator) with their Facebook account as shown below: 

 

In this Connect with Facebook window, visitors should define their email and password they use for Facebook 
account and click the Connect button. 

Note: the Connect with Facebook window appears if visitors are not logged in to Facebook in the moment of 
logging in to the store. In other case they will be connected with Facebook automatically. 
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My Account Page 
When visitors have finally logged in to the store with any Facebook form, they can visit the My Account page. 
There they will be asked to allow the application (in our example – Integrator) to publish posts and comments on 
their Facebook Wall: 

 

 

Note: such request appears only once when visiting the My Account page for the first time after logging in with the 
Facebook form. 
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Thus if visitors clicked Allow Publishing, a post is published on their Facebook Wall after they make a purchase as 
shown below: 

 

Now everybody can visit your store and product page of the item your customers have bought. 
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